
12 Saddleback convictions about worship (Part One) 
by Rick Warren 

Jesus’ ministry attracted enormous crowds. The Bible tells us that crowds 
followed him wherever he went. I believe that a Christ-like ministry still attracts 
crowds today. You don’t need gimmicks. You don’t 
need to  
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compromise your convictions. You don’t need to 
water down your message. If you minister to 
people the way Jesus did, they’ll want to be 
around your ministry like they did his. 

But how do you develop a worship service that’ll 
minister to those crowds each weekend? It’s 
important that you figure out why you do what 
you do before you figure out what your worship 
service will include. At Saddleback, 12 convictions 
determine how we minister to the crowds on the 
weekends. Here’s why we do what we do in our 
worship services. 

1. Only believers can truly worship God. 

The Bible says, "God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit 
and truth" (John 4:24 HCSB). Worship must rest on a true understanding of who 
God is – and that can only happen when a person has a relationship with God. 
You can have a worship service full of people, but only believers can really 
worship.  

2. You don’t need a building to worship God. 

For 15 years we didn’t have a building of our own. But I guarantee we did a lot of 
worshipping during that time. The Bible says, "The God who made the world and 
all things in it, since he is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples 
made with hands" (Acts 17:24 NAS). God created everything in the world. That 
includes any place you might consider having a worship service. Worship isn’t a 
place; it’s a verb. 

3. There is no correct style of worship. 

The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 12: "There are different kinds of service, but the 
same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of 
them in all men." God gives us only three requirements for worship. It must be 
authentic and accurate (in spirit and truth, as Jesus tells us in John 4). Paul also 
tells us in 1 Corinthians 14 that it should be done in an orderly fashion. Beyond 
that, God gives us freedom. 

Debates over worship styles are almost always sociological or personality clashes, 
couched in theological terms. Everybody thinks that their worship style is the 
most biblical. But there is no one biblical style. There are no musical notes in the 
Bible. We don’t even have the instruments that they had. The truth is God loves 
all kinds of worship styles – as long as we worship him in spirit, in truth, and in 
an orderly fashion. 



4. While unbelievers can’t worship, they can watch believers worship.  

We see this truth lived out in Acts 2. "They worshiped together regularly at the 
Temple each day, met in small groups in homes for Communion, and shared their 
meals with great joy and thankfulness, praising God. The whole city was 
favorable to them, and each day God added to them all who were being saved" 
(Acts 2: 46-47 TLB). 

When the early church worshipped, non-believers came to faith in Christ. Non-
Christians can’t worship, but they can see the kind of joy worship brings us. They 
can see how God’s Word transforms our heart, comforts us, and interacts with us. 
God can use our worship services to draw non-believers to himself. 

5. Worship is a powerful witness to unbelievers if God’s presence is felt 
and the message is understandable. 

Both of those are essential parts of a worship service when witnessing to 
unbelievers. Again, Acts 2 is a good example of this. God’s presence was so 
evident in the disciple’s worship at Pentecost that it attracted the attention of all 
the unbelievers throughout the city. And then the message was understandable. 
Remember the miracle of tongues? Every man heard the message in his own 
language. It had to be understandable! And that’s true today as well. 

6. God expects us to be sensitive to the fears, hang-ups, and the needs of 
unbelievers when they are present in our worship services. 

The Bible says in Colossians 4:5 (NIV): "Be wise in the way you act toward 
outsiders; make the most of every opportunity." When you have guests over for 
dinner at your house, do you act a little bit differently? I hope so! A little bit more 
polite. Maybe you use a different set of china or dishes. The presentation of the 
meal is a little bit more thoughtful. The table conversation is a little bit more 
courteous. You may be still eating beans and weenies. It’s the same meal, but 
you are presenting it in a little more polite way.  

Is that being hypocritical? No. It’s called being polite. Whenever you hear people 
talk about being sensitive to unbelievers, that is not watering down the gospel. 
It’s called love. You’re just being nice to them.  

In the next issue, I’ll share with you the other six convictions that our worship 
services are built around at Saddleback. 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


